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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at ail IT meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Poprs. 


- ~E-- Se ee ee 
ANOTHER SMILE at the RIGHT of PETITIONING. 


**To laugh is want of goodness, and of grace; 
*“*But to be grave, exceeds my power of face.” 


_——-- + 


Notwithstanding the recollection of the terrific coun- 
tenance of Sir Samuel Shepherd, 1 must have another 
laugh at the right of pctition, that grand nostrum to cure 
all the complaints of John Bull, from an ordinary political 
cold to a revolutionary fever. The right of petitioning ! 
Hang it for the drellest right that ever was heard of ! Some 
seven thousand inhabitants of Edinburgh have been ex- 
ercising this vight :—and they have been laughed at for 
it—as well they might. They employed Mr. Aber- 
crombie to lay befure the Honourable House of Com- 
mons a complaint that there were in Edinburgh one hun- 
dred thousand inhabitanis,—that there are two members 
of parliament returned for the town, nomenally, but in 
reality by THIRTY-THREE ELECTORS! So that the lives, 
interests, and property of the good folks of Edinburgh, 
are in the hands of thirty-three of the number; and out of 
these thirty-three, there are neneteen who constantly 
name thetr successors! Edinburgh is therefore under tho 
continued despotism of nineteen. individuals, and this is 
Vou. X. No. 19, 
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called representation! Vhe property held by the people 
of Edinburgh amounts to about £400,000 per annum: 
and of this the thirty-three electors possess about £2,860 
per annum; or an average oi something more than £80 
per annum each, besides what they mcke by parlhamentary 
bargains with those whoin they return. ‘The ordinary 
price of a seat is five thousand pounds; and as these 
thirty-three have tro seats to dispose of, if they get 
the full market proce, there is a sum of ten thousand 
pounds every seven years to divide amongst them ; and if 
they do not take the money, they may have a demand to 
that amount, in places, pensions, &c. for their friends and 
relations ; so that the possession of this power is an 
authority to quarter themselves, or their PROXIES, upon 
the public purse, for the betrayal of a public duty. These 
men get so nuch by the system, that let it grind 
others ever so severely, they will uphold it. They 
have an i.denmity from its evils, by the possession of the 
benefits, and are content enough. But Edmburgh ts no 
more represented than if a banditti of thirty-three from 
the highlands were to usurp the sovereign authority, and 
levy contributions at their pleasure. Edinburgh is no more 
free than it would be if an aristocracy of thirty-three were 
in full possession of sovereign power :—nor indeed so 
much ; for aruling aristocracy would have reputation at 
stake, and responsibility upon the issue of their govern- 
ment. There might be amongst them an ambition that 
would supply the placeof honorr; and a magnanimity 
that would scorn to abuse power; but in a body like these 
electors who hold a power only to bargain it away ; who 
seek only a personal advantage in the dark, and have 
neither responsibility to bear, nor exposure to fear, there 
is no security that the interests of the whole will not be bar- 
tered away at any price they may fetch. But where is the 
utility ‘of: petitions against this state of things? None 
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uponearth. It is a state that must endure, as long as ths 
people will endure it. While the good people will pay 
the taxes which this mock representation lays upon them, 
they must endxre the evils of such representation. No 
petition againsta grievance wasever yetsuccessful, except 
the petitioners stood ready to enforce their claims. Who 
would not laugh if it were gravely proposed that public 
meetings should be held in all the towns of Spain, for the 
purpose of petitioning the French not to advance? Who 
would not laugh if the Neapolitans were to petition the 
Austrians to leave them to themselves ? Or, if the Greeks 
were to petition the Turks to give them back tueir wives 
and daughters who have been carried into captivity ! Or, 
if the Prussians were to petition for the Constitution that 
was! promised to them ? Or,if the Poles were to petition 
the magnanimous Alexander, to forego the plunder of his 
savage grandmother, and restore the Polish Kingdom ?— 
Yet any, or all, of such petitions would be just as effica- 
cious as to petition the House of Commons to reform itself ; 
to turn out all its honourable members who are dishonour- 
ably elected ; and the ministerial majority to forego the 
profits of its regular employment ? 

The petition of the Yorkshire freeholders was an im- 
portant a document of the kind, and was produced ander 
the most favourable auspices ; but what effect did it pro- 
duce on the honourable house? Literally none. It was 
regarded with as much indifference as if it had come from 
Old Sarum. No minister ever mentioned or alluded to it; 
and whether it lies in the closet, or has been disposed of 
to the tailors, is alike immaterial. It was an abortion, 
because it was known that the petitioners did not mean to 
do any thing but to petition ; and petitioning is nothing. 
Had the Yorkshire petition been explicit in its demands, 
and honestly told the House that a refusal to mend the 
fepresentation might be followed by a li tl econstitutional 
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resistance to the demands of the tax-gatlerer, until tax- 
ation and representation went hand in hand, it would 
have obtained attention, at least to asceriain whether the 
petitioners were in earnest; and if they had been found 
so, the prudence of tbe house might hiave called an at- 
tention to the old adage, that “ needs must when the 
devil drives :” but when he only wags his tail, it is diffi- 
cult to know whether he is angry or humourous. 

The Edinburgh Petition did attract some attention. 
Mr. W. Dundas, one of the representatives of the thirty- 
three dictators, insisted that no case of abuse was made 
out—that none was even alieged !—and said it would be 
an infringement upon the chartered rights of the tharty- 
three to interfere. It was quite tn character for Mr. W. 
Dundas to say this. I dare say that when the police 
break in upon the haunts of a set of pickpockets, they 
think it an invasion of their cartered rights! Every 
abuse that ts profitable, and powerfully protected, is a 
chartered right! It was a chartered right to traftie in 
human flesh, to tear the African {rom his home, and com- 
pel him to submit to the vilest bondage. It is stilla 
chartered right to do this, in a degre, hardly less hor- 
rible, and not Jess unjust, even in our cotonies. But by 
what right were those charters conferred? ‘The right of 
the strong to oppress the weak—the right of the cunning 
to defraud the unsuspicious—the rights of force and fraud 
to establish themselves upon imbecility, and credulity—the 
right of the hawk to prey upon the dove—the right of 
the tiger to flesh his fans in the blood of the lamb !— 
the right of the inquisition to burn its victims—the right 
of the savage to scalp his conquered enemy ! 

What power could justiy confer upon thirty-three of the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh the right of electing the repre- 
sentatives of all the rest! No power could honestly do 
this. The present electors have a right to vote. Their 
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rights would not be infringed by the admission of all to 
the exercise of the same right. If the present members 
are the reprosentatives of Edinburgh, they would retain 
their seats. [f they are pot, they ought not to retain 
them. But mere petitioning, though it may expose the evil, 
will not correct it. Lord Binning has bad the candour, (I 
cannot call it honesty) to admit that he is the enemy of 
ALL reform, either partial, or temperate, or moderate, or 
any kind of reform! This is the feeling of the whole ad- 
ministration ; and I will iust add, in the ear of Mr. John 
Bull, that it will be the fceling of every administration that 
can be formed, while the house remains in its present con- 
dition ; that is, while a majority of that house, who are ac- 
customed to support tie ministry upon certain conditions, 
have it in their power, by coale-:cing against him, to drive 
him from the helm wiienever he attacks their private inte- 
res's, or the corrupt power on which those private inte- 
rests are bottomed. ‘These men do not differ in the 
slightest degree from the French Ultras. They have been 
accustomed to talk «bout a representation, to deceive 
the people; but they know that no such thing as repre- 
sentation exists in the English legislature, to an extent 
sufficient to produce any effect upon its proceedings. The 
thousands of Westminister are represented by Sir F. Burdett 
and Mr. Hobhouse. But the representations of the thirty- 
three proprietors of Edinburgh render the votes of the 
two former a nullity ; while if Edinburgh were represented, 
the two votes would be aided by two more. Mr. Cha- 
teaubriand, the great champion of legitimacy in France 
describes England correctly, in a recent speech. lle says, 
the “ elective chamber (the House of Commons) is but a 
“branch, or offsett, from the House of Peers, from the 
‘ rightof primogeniture, entails, Norman feudal laws, and 
‘ perpetual fortunes, which may be called immortal in pecu- 
“ liar families.” He adds, “ The aristocratic spirit pervadse 
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‘every thing—all is PRIVILEGE, ASSOCIATION, and incorpo- 
“ration. Thedemocraticspirit isnothing ! A few tumultuous 
* meetings which assembie from time to time, in virtue of 
“ certain rights of countries, constitute the whole of what 
“is granted to democracy.* The people, as in ancient 
Rome, are clients of the high aristocracy! the support 
‘aud not the rivals of the nobility. The members of 
“the English opposition safely preach democracy in the 
“aristocracy. Nothing is so agreeable as to receive the 
“honours of popularity, preserving all the titles, pri- 
“vileges, and several millions of income.’’ This is noy 
a flattering picture, but it has more truth in it than be- 
longs to the ordinary eloquence of Chateaubriand. A 
French writer at the commencement of the revolution, 
said, Englishmen were slaves, with the word liberty writ- 
ten upon their chains. Another simile would have been 
more expressive. ‘They resemble the horses in heavy 
waggons, who, to make them pull the harder, and 
work the more cheerfully, have a ring of bells placed 
over their collars, to jingle the words liberty and 
independence in their ears as they jog along’? Am 
J asked whether I mean to say there is no liberty. in 
England, 1 say, no—there is some liberty, and just as 
much as the Ministers choose to allow ; but they could an- 
nibiliate it all by an Act of Parliament in four-and-twenty 
hours ; and they suffer no more to exist than can do them 
no mischief. Old John Reeves furnished Chateaubriand 
with Lis metaphor of the Lower House being but a branch 
of the Upper: but it matters not where the metaphor 
came from; the fact, as the Lower House is at present 
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* There is some bitter satire here. But it is true; while public 
meetings were tumultuous electioneeriag squabbles, they were 
granted to the democracy. When the people began to reason at 
public meetings, they were prohibited by law. 
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constituted, is indisputable. ‘The House of Peers has the 
power of negateving any proceeding of the House of 
Commons, withont assigning any reason. This is one of 
the recognised privileges of the Peers—and a most mon- 
strous one it is—so monstrous, indeed, that its exercise 
could hardly be ventured upon ; but the Peers, by their 
absolute influence within the House of Commons, secure 
to themselves the means of avoiding the necessity of op- 
posing its measures; and take care thatit shall do nothing 
very displeasing to them. A sort of all‘ance offensive and 
defensive exists between the two parties ; and the House 
of Commons acts as the advaneed guard of the army of 
the Peers when the liberties of the people are to ke sacri- 
ficed to privilege and prerogative. ‘Those who expect that 
petitioning wil! remedy this state of things, must have a 
tolerable portion of faith in their composition. 

What will the inhabitants of Edinburgh do now? Is 
the dictatorship of these-thirty three electors a grievance, 
or not? If it be a grievance, is it still to be endured, be- 
cause Mr. W. Dundas says it is no grievance! If the 
people havea right to be represented, will they be con- 
tented without representation ? If taxation without re- 
presentation be indeed unauthorised plunder, how long 
will those who feel it to be so, pay the unauthorised 
demand ? 

The true ground for the people to take, is, that to re- 
main without rights absolves them from the observance 
of all duties. The inhabitants of Edinburgh should say, 
“we are nol represented; the representatives of these 
“ three-and-thirty persons do not represent us, and can 
* have no right to tax us. We stand absolved from the 
“‘ performance of all political duties, during the depriva~- 
“tion of our political rights; and henceforth we decline 
“to contribute to an expenditure over which we have no 
“eontroul, and from which we derive rather injury than 
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* benefit” ‘This would be the way to ee 
Uitsras, that the democracy of the country was something 
more than aname; and that its rights were inherent, and 
inalienable ; and not derived from, nor dependent upon any 
other power. 

Ina short period, the boroughmongers will throw eff 
the mask. They will meet the question cf reform with a 
broad negative. It is erroneous to say, that reform has 


made auy progress in the house. This is a common-place 
error. It has made no way, it can make no way there. 


The niinisterial majority sits upon it like a night-mare, 
and it cannot advance. It may obtain more friends, but 
the dead weight of the immovable majort'y remains upon 
it. Inerease the friends of reform to what number you 
please, if it be short of this ma/o..ty, there is no way made 
inthat house. Petitions to the House of Commons will 
cease to have any effect whatever, when the ministers 
make up their minds to let motions for reform pass without 
notice ; or when they confine themselves, like Lord Bin- 
ning, to the declaration, that against all reform they will 
steadily set their faces. There was a time when the 
Yorkshire petition alone would have produced a pro- 
longed discussion of many nights’ duration. Now it 
scarcely excited a remark. ‘There was a time when the 
tory faction would have laboured to shew, in answer to 
the Edinburgh petition, that Edinburgh was virtually re- 
presented, and had no possible reason of complaint. But the 
jugglers see that the public will be no longer deluded ; and, 
admitting all the abuses to exist, they turn round and say 
they are quite good enough for the people. And so they 
are, if the people will put up with them, or be content 
with merely petitioning fortheir removal. The rage for 
petitioning had better take new directions. The trade of 
butchers had better petition the large blue bottle flies not 
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to fly-blow the meat in the coming summer. The farmers 
may petition the sparrows not to meddle with their corn 
fields. Caterpiliars may be petitioned not to devour the 
cabbages ; moths to cease their ravages,and mice to keep 
ovtof pantries. These things will be quite as efficacious 
as to petition the Church to forego its tithes, or the bo- 
roughmongers their usurpations. ‘The next step to peti- 
tioning used to be REMONSTRANCE—but a remonstrance 
can only be founded upon sPECIFC PRINCIPLES ; anda 
large portion of the people have not yet dared to look at 
principles, as they relate to politics. One man will not 
agree with this. Another dislikes (hat. And a third will 
not adopteither. i havesomewhere read a story in point ; 
and if my memory serve me ft will relate it. 

“Tn one of the recesses of the Black Forest, there har- 
boured a formidable band of freebooters, who, without 
any other title than their impudence and their courage, 
levied contributions upon all who came near them. The 
neighbouring farmers were very angry at the loss of 
their stock; and, at last, a meeting was he'd to consider 
of the best means of dislodging these bad neighbours. 
One proposed to compound with them, and buy them off, 
as Mr. Pitt proposed to purchase the rotten boroughs. 
Another wished to stipulate with them that a few ho- 
nest men should be stationed amongst them, to watch 
their conduct. A third was for stealing amongst them 
and dispersing them by surprise. A fourth for attacking 
them openly, and driving them off. A fifth was for waiting 
till they should be tired of plunder, and grow honest. 
They divided into parties, espousing their several opinions, 
and grew so warm on the question of which was the best 
mode of attacking the robbers, that they came to blows 
amongst themselves, to the great satisfaction of the ban- 
ditti who throve the better for the dissention ; and had it 
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not pleased a thunderbolt th strike down the ruins in which 
the rogues had fixed thetr rookery, they might have 
plagued the neighbourhood unto this day. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





We are happy to state that active measures are now taking to 
erganize a public meeting, to promote a Subscription for the Spani- 
ards, and for the adequate expression of the public opinion, rela- 
tive to the unprincipled conduct of France and her Allies. The 

ublic dinner given to the Spanish and Portuguese Ministers only 
opened the way for further measures The invasion of Spain had 
not then taken place: and though threatened, a faint hope might 
have been indulged that the F rench would not have proceeded tu 
enforce her monstrous doctrines by the sword. ‘The «ie is now 
cast. The sword is drawn, and the contest between liberty and 
despotism has begun. The English (sovernment, for motives of its 
own, refuses to interfere ; and it is left to the people to express 
their abhorrence of despotism in the most effectual way by assist- 
ing the oppressed. In our next we shall have more to communicate 
on this subject. 
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IMPROMTU. 


—_—— 


Chateaubriand calls Louis “the wisest of Kings !” 
A paradox new for the schools ; 
As to wisdom, we know they are comical things, 


But hang it, they can’t be all fools! 





Pe nn ee at 


THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION PRODUCED AND 
ILLUSTRATED. 








By JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 

It is now some forty years since Major Cartwright com- 
menced his search after the English Constitution ; and in 
this search he has never been deterred either by the difli- 
culty of the way, or the sinister auguries of those whose 
interest it was to discourage him :—but marching steadily 
onwards, taking advantage of every unexpected gleam of 
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licht, and patiently progressing through the darkness, he 
has at last hit upon the treasure so long sought for, and 
rescued from the rubbish of law in which it has been so 
long baried, the English Constitution. 

He has published the result of his inquiries, in a volume 
of upwards of four hundred pages; and we think has 
most satisfactorily proved that our Saxon ancestors knew 
in what freedom, both national and individual, consisted ; 
and that their polity was founded upon the principles of 
representation ; which if not clearly developed amongst 
them, scem to have beenas well understood by the framers 
of the Saxon policy as they are at present ; or else the 
mere application of common sense to the system of govern- 
menthas produced tlie result independent of the scientific 
knowledge of the cause. 

To many, such an iiauiry may seem superfluous. We 
may be told that to shew that truth is as old as the creation, 
does not increase its value ; and that meaturing our rights 
by our own knowledge, it Is nothing to us whether our 
forefathers were in the enjoyment of them or not :— 
that they belong to us in right of our existence, as men ; 
and not in our capacity of inheritors of the property of 
our forefathers. ‘To the philosopher this reasoning is cor- 
rect;—buit the multitude is not composed of philosophers ; 
—and while, on the side of despotism, it is contended 
that the existence of oppression is a reason why it should 
continue, it is necessary for the advocates of freedom to 
drive them from this ground; and point out that the 
authority coritended for is a cheat of comparatively mo- 
dern date ; and an usurpation which ought to be removed. 
It is true, that abstractedly, political rights are not inhe- 
titable property; but men can more easily comprehend 
What those rights are, when we can point to a period 
When they were enjoyed, and had an actual existence. 
And if we are compelled to go back to the annals of our 
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Saxon ancestry for this, let it be remembered that Wil- 
liam the Norman and his banditti, with shame be it spoken, 
conquered this island—annihilated its liberties, destroyed 
its laws, and reduced it, by force and fraud, to a mere 
fief of the crown. Since that period, the English con- 
stitution has had no existence. Piecemeal after picce- 
meal have some few concessions in favour of the subject 
been torn from the reluctant tyranny; but the English 
constitution has never been restored; nor can it be until 
every trace of the Norman despotism is abolished. Paine 
therefore was correct enough when he said—* no such 
thing as a constitution erests in England.” It had ceased 
to exist for several hundred years, and nobody knew what 
it was. When Paine saw the Government, with its 
mighty engine, an influenced House of Commons, doing 
whatever it thought proper to do, without regard to right 
or reason, he was authorised to conciude, that the existing 
authority, was “a form of government without a constitu- 
tion,” but constituting itself with what powers it pleased. 
Yet all this did not shew that there had never been such 
a thing as a constitution in England. When men sce shat- 
tered fragments of the fine arts strewed upon the ground, 
they conclude there has been at some period more perfect 
specimens than the mutilated remains. In the theory of the 
English system at present, there are many of these tokens 
of former excellence ; and if the inspection of a skull 
could convince the philosopher of old that there was a 
mystery in existence beyond his power to explain, surely 
we may conclude that a theory) so excellent as in some re- 
spects it is, could not have been the mere result of chance, 
but must have once formed a part of a more perfect whole. 

With this view the Major has been endeavouring to 
collect and combine the scattered fragments into one har- 
monious whole. 


In our opinion he has most admirably succeeded : and 
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though some persous may feel both hurt and surprised to 
find what they have been worshipping as essential parts 
of the constitution, are mere execrescences that detract 
both from its simple beauty, and its native strength; yet 
if he has given us the constitution, the whole constitu- 
tion, We must not reproach him for having givea us 
nothing more than the constitution, however simple its 
elements may be, and‘ however injurious it may prove to 
ihe excrescences to be pared away. 

We shall now copy his preface, and let the worthy 
Major speak for himsclf. Hereafter we shall return to 
the text matter of his discourse, and examine the new- 
found treasure wit!: due care.— 

“In families of renown, rich in celebraled names, a Fa- 
ther has sometimes a difficulty in selecting one of those 
names for a newbora child; and not unfrequently he will 
adopt two or three of them according to his fancy, or to 


the taste of relatives whom he desires to please. So, in’ 


anation of renown, the parent of a work on what ts 
Vital to its well-being, may find the inclinations of him- 
self and others divided between a diversity of titles. 
Those who on the present occasion seek only to know 
how to ask for this Book, are already accommodated. 
Those who relish a little anticipation on a disputed 
question, mieht be better pleased, were the Title to run 


this—* The long iost English Constitution at length found 


‘and produced: being an answer to the challenge of: 


‘ Paine, who denied its existence.’ 

A third party might prefer a third Title, as follows,— 
‘The Legitimate Polity of England rescued from the 
" assassinating dagger of Wi liam the Norman.’ 

And here might be introduced, from Blackstone, this 
motto :—* It has been tie work of generations for our an- 
“ cestors to redeem themseives and their posterity into that 


* state of liberty, which we now enjoy, by a gradual re- 
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“« storation of that ANTIENT CONSTITUTION, whereof our 
“« Saxon Forefathers had been unjustly deprived, partly by 
“the policy, and partly by the force, of the NORMAN,” iy, 
420... — 

The conviction which the Author feels, that he hath 
actually produced the genuine English Constitution, has 
well prepared his mind for not regarding any obloquy 
which a publication of that discovery may bring upon him; 
especially when he believes he has given proof, that a 
more intrinsically excellent Constitution neither ever did, 
nor ever can exist. 

Should any critic charge him with inconsistency, in 
having, after advocating for seven-and-forty-yeurs what 
he had considered a Constitutional Reform of the Com- 
mon’s House, as all which in theory an honest patriotism 
required, now endeavoured to show that such a reform of 
that House is only a part of what is required for fully and 
completely restoring the Rights and Liberties of the Na- 
tion, he has to request of such critics to show him, that 
they, or any others of the learned, were qualified to have 
given hima more correct view of onr English Polity, than 
he himself had till lately entertained. | 

If they cannot do this, it is not for them to censure him. 
If he previously knew no more than they did on the 
subject, they at least may pardon his former want of 
knowledge. If he, not believing that Paine could be 
correct, when that writer publicly proclaimed that Eng- 
land had no Constitution ; and being thereby stimulated 
to ascertain the fact, while no one of such critics had even 
attempted a refutation of Paine, it is uot for ikem to be 
angry with him for the diligent search he has made, oF 
for exhibiting the fruit of that search. 

Believing that fruit to be the Bread-fruit of National 
Life, the seeds of which were plentifully scattered in all 
parts of our native soil more. than thirteen centuries ago, 
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the Author of this work accounts himself fortonate in 
having, as he trusts, among the overtopping trees of pre- 
rogative and privilege, the choking brambles and briars of 
Norman law, and the strangling embraces of those parasi-. 
tical climbers, innovation, corruption, and blood-sucking 
pillage, discovered this noble and hardy plant still alive, 
though its present yieldings are scanty and stinted. 

But the patriot cultivators of this inestimable Bread- 
fruit will now, he doubts not, exert their activity in clea- 
ring away all obstructions to an abundant access of the 
fresh air of free discussion ; and in removing whatever ex- 
cludes from it the invigorating rays of ‘TTRuTH—sun of the 
political system !—ithereby restormmg the beauty and the 
fruitfulness of the Bread-fruit tree, so that all who desire 
Liberty, and its child Prosperity, may feast and be satis- 
fied. 

The subject of this treatise, that of a Constitution best 
adapted to the preservation of freedom, with private mo- 
rality and public dignity, is indeed common to all Europe 
and America; yet his office is to treat it merely in refe- 
rence to his own country ; but still in the following pages 
will be founda mirror, by which other nations may be 
materially benefited. Although what he now unfolds to 
England may show that even a Radical purifiation of her 
Commons’ House, would but imperfectly restore the theory 
of her Polity, yet he by no means proposes, to the English 
Reformers any other practical line of conduct than that 
Which he has long been in the habitof-recommending. That 
conduct rightly pursued would of necessary consequence 
Secure their liberties from future invasion; as well 
as beget, in the privileged classes, powerful inducements 
to complete the work of regeneration. 

Trusting that taxation without representation, that 
perpetual pillage and the lowest degredation are not: his 
countrymen’s choice: and believing that they deeply, sym- 
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pathize with the nations now compelled to fight for their 
adopted Constitutions, he would indeed urge upon them, 
in their own immediate cause, more union, more energy, 
more determination to do themselves right, than they have 
hitherto displayed. 

He would, ina particular manner, counsel them against 
being misled by any evil practice which a certain ill-judg- 
ing party, in their county movements, and harangues, 
seem to wish should uniformly prevail; the practice of 
suppressing all specific mention of what, in respect of re- 
presentation, is strictly due to the people ; and, in place 
of specifying and claiming their rights, seducing them 
meanly to beg and entreat that their oppressors would 
have the kindness to “ enquire’ into a fact of universal 
notoriety : and that instead of promptly securing to them 
their known liberties, they would dole out to them, as an 
alms to pauper-mendicants. such broken fragments and 
crumbs of representation, as may fall from their lordly ta- 
bles, without sensibly abating that voluptuous feasting, 
by which, according to Scripture language, ‘ they have 
‘ eaten up the land and all that is in it?—hypocrites, who 
‘ have made long prayers and have loudly inveighed against 


‘ irreligion, while they have devoured widows’ houses’ 


‘ and swallowed the needy.’ 

Against the aforesaid mendicant nractice here condemn- 
ed, itis now seven-and-forty years since the writer first 
protested with warmth. Touching that ONE THING NEED- 
FUL, a Reform of the Commons’ House, he then said, 
«“ the people should be convinced there is no TRIcK in the 
« business: that the leaders will not turn out P—s, or F—s. 
« In order thereto, it will be requisite, that these ieaders 
« should jointly subscribe and publish the most explicit 
« declaration of their intentions ; and the most sacred 
“ engagements that they will before all things persevere 
« till death, both in and out of Parliament. towards obtain- 
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ing the great object. It were to be wished too, they 
would confine themselves TO THIS ONE ARTICLE.— 
It includes al! the rest. Without this, nothing else can 


‘he obtained : and if it eould, would not be worth con- 


tending fer. 

« But let them not amuse us with general terms and 
indefinite expressions. Let them say what this Refor- 
mation shall be: let them tell it us EXACTLY IN ALL ITS 
PARTICULARS. Let us be thoroughly satisfied that we 
are not to be made ihe bubbles of their ambition, and 
when we shail have raised them to the high seats of 
power, that we shall not find our lhberties in ag low a 
condition as before.’’* 

He had likewise previously said, ‘© That man of the 
Opposition who shall not immediately pledge himself to 
the public, by the most erpliert declaration, to exert 
himself to the utmost of his power and abilities, and 
perpetually as long as he shall live, in attempting to 
bring about a thorough and complete Parliamentary 
Reformation ; and shail not instantly set about it, in 
preference to every other consideration, is, in my humble 
opinion, nothing better than @ factious demagogue, 
who cares not that his country sink in perdition, so long 
aS he can but hope to come in for a share of power and 
plunder.’’—“ A handful of such honest men, acting tn 
concert, might save their country ; in spite of a tyran- 
nical Administration, and a venal Parliament.’’+ 

With this last-mentioned page doubled down, the 


Duke of Richmond called on the Author in much anger ; 


but, cooling by degrees, a conversation of at least four 
hours ensued ; much political intimacy followed: and the 


Duke, after a while, proposed in Parliament a Bill for 


Universal Suffrage, Equal Representation, and Annual 











* Legis. Ri. of Peop. Vind. 2d Fd. 1777, p. 205. 
+ Ibid 105, 
No. 19. Vol. X. 
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Parliaments ; besides writing his admirable, and never- 
refuted Letter to Colonel Sharman, in support of the 
doctrines of his bill. ‘The Duke on that occasion declined 
to adopt a fourth principle to be found in the Author’s 
treatise, namely, election by ballot ; which principle has, 
however, by the able pens of numerous logictans, been 
since immoveably placed on a rock of reason and justice ; 
so that in the Author’s said original treatise, the whole of 
what is now deemed Radical Reform is to be found in 
four intelligible propositions. Hence it appears in how 
narrow a compass the entire doctrine of Representation is 
couched. 

This being the case, can the trickery of this suppressing 
practice,—can this pertinacious selence on the four essen- 
teals,---can this paltering,---can this evaston of the peo- 
ple’s claim and demand of their violated rights---this very 
equivocal patriotism, be justified or thought reputable! 
The writer says, no: and so will say every Englishman 
who is blessed with common sense and common honesty ! 

‘These would-be leadeis of the people either have not 
made themselves acquainted with the four essenizals to 
Reform, or they know them well. If, on the one hand, 
after seven-and-forty years of discussion---after mallrons 
are become familiar with those essentzals---after thousands 
of petitions for the same have been wafted to every nook 

and corner of the kingdom on newspaper wings,---if, after 
all this, these would-be leaders have not indeed made 
themselves acquainted with those four essentials, then, of 
all men in the land, they are the most unfit---they are the 
very last who ought to meddle with a question on which 
their ignorance is truly disgraceful ! 

But if, on the other hand, they know the four essentials 
well, and likewise know their own utter incapacity for 
disproving the least of them, then, something far worse 

than disgraceful ignorance they have to answer for ! 
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What is the plain question ¢ ‘ it issimply to vindicate 

the violated rights of the people, and to secure to them 
‘a real representation.” In the four propositions of 
Radical Reform, the people’s rights are plainly stated, and 
have been so stated for nearly half a century. Is he, 
.then, an advocate for the Peepie, or for the Borough- 
mongers, who, towards bringing this question to a de- 
cision, pertinaciously resists all mention of the People’s 
claims, and trickingly proposes a reference of the anfairly 
stated question to the Boronghimongers themselves ; to 
be decided, not on princip! s of Constitutional right and 
moral. rectitude, but---of Boroughmonger usurpation and 
arbitrary discretion ! 

Do we not all know things are at such a pass, that what 
in formisa Petition to the Boroughmongers, is in fact 
an Appeal to the People, on whose knowledge, on whose 
union and determination our success altogether depends ! 
Then, for destroying the effect, shall. our insidious mis- 
leaders exclude from our petitions the very essence of 
such appeals, for keeping the people.uninformed, dis- 
united and undetermined ¢ 

To have to remark on the trickery, the sophistries and 
chicanery, on the doublings, the twistings and writhing's 
of the partizans of the expiring boroughmonger faction, is 
truly disgusting! in p. 405 of this work, the writer has 
shown that exclusion from suffrage, although not dis- 
cernible: by corporeal vision, is yet to the mind’s eye as 
truly a Slave-mark, as the brand of ownership on a plan- 
tation negro, or on an English sheep or horse, ox or ass. 
{fs not then an exclusion of the four essentials to Reform 
from the petitions fabricated by our misleaders,---an ex- 
clusion that is palpable to the eye both of body and mind, 
as truly a brand on them of folly and faction? Of folly, 


inasmuch as so to petition is as absurd, as to pray the 


i 
4 
i 
i 


Bee OY Pasa AES TAP 








66-4 rHE BLACK DWARF. 


waters of the tide-swollen ocean not to enter at the 
breneh into a sea-bank; of faction, inasmuch as to pre- 
sent such a petition, is only to play into the hand of the 
Borouzghmongers for upholding their pillaging despotism. 
On the forehead of every such petition, must not the 
mind’s eye of every man of sense therefore see F. F., 
meaning folly and faction, plainly branded ! 

Oue more day of disappointment and insult is at hand. 
When the F. F. petitions, as well as the F. F. motion ofa 
certain bribe-favouring, Jew-shielding Lord, shall, in the 
boroughmonger manner have been disposed of, while an 
overwhelming ilood of despotic power rapidly rolls on for 
sWellowing up the Iberian Peninsula, as a prelude to in- 
gvalphing our British Islands, it will be seen if this once- 
famed land now hath or hath not on her roll, such men as 
she was wont to breed—men of mind and of heart adapted 
to ihe grand but simple work of Reform. The latent 
patriotism of our country instinctively shrinks from the 
enmmons of equivocal characters. It languidly echoes 
the vague werds of suspected party-men, who, them- 
selves, but imitate and emulate those deluders who, one 
feundred and thirty-five years ago, taiked—and only 
talked—of ‘‘ claiming, demanding and insisting upon the 
‘Rights and Liberties of Engiand’’—which Rights and 
Liberties Engiand hath yet to scek ! 

If within some dozen years back, when the cause of 
proscribed and persecuted Reform was apparently despe- 
rate, two rapid tours in the north of an humble but sin- 
cere Reformer, had for their fruit Petttzons of Right, sub- 
scribed by a meliion and a half of like-minded men* ; what 


— 





* One of these Petitions, left with the Rev. 





Jervis and Mr. 


Edward Baynes of Leeds, after a short conversation with only 
these two gentlemen, was signed by more than 18,000 men. Such 
are the national effects of Petitions of Right, speaking to the un- 
derstandings and hearts of the People! 
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shall not be the fruit at this time—when Reform, as the 
sole cure of our political malady, is in every man’s mouth— 
should that Reform be advocated and zealously promoted 
by a band of distinguished statesmen, disclaiming official 
authority and wholly rejecting power, until it be obtained 
on terms embracing the true Rights and Liberties of the 
whole community, high and low, ric and poor, agreably 
to the vital and eternal principles of ‘Truth, of Justice, 
of the English Constitution ! 

When such a band of patriot Statesmen, rivalling a 
Manuel, a D’ Argenson, a Lafayette, a Bignon, and a 
Koechlin ;—emulating a Quiroga, a Riego, an Arco-Al- 
giiero, a Banos and a Demetris O’ Daly ;—aspiring to the 
glory of a Sepulvedra, and his companions in arms, and 
meriting the fame of a Pepe, a Pisa, a De Concilj, a 
Dragonetti and a Nicolai; a Santa Rosa and a Lizio; and 
many a murdered Spanish and Iiaiien patriot ; as well as 
shining with the lustre of American and Grecian heroes, 
champions of freeiom :—when, I say, such a Band shall 
elevate to our view the piaim speaking Banner of honest 
Reform, inscribing in the sun-beam letters of God’s Truth 
and Man’s earthly salvation, 


UNIVERSAL FREEDOM; 
EQUAL REPRESENTATION; 
ANNUAL ELECTION ; 
VOTING BY BALLOT; 


Then shall applauding millions rend the air with heart- 
inspiring acclamations ; and a resistless People, rallying 
around such a Banner and such Leaders, soon place their 
beloved ENGLAND in her right post, as the foremost in a 
SACRED UNION OF FREE STATES, the terror of an unho- 
ly alliance of odious Despots, enemies of the human race! 
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These Christiaus, my respected Yellow Friend, are the 
drollest of all earthiy creatures. The gambols of the 
monkey, are nothimg to the tricks they are continually 
playing ;—and one would run some hazard of dying in a 
fitof langhter at them. were it not that wickedness is so 
frequently mixed up with their folly, that humanity must 
weep over the results. One of the great boasts of this 
country, is the care which it takes of poor! This wonld 
hardly be a virtue, as matters stand; for while the system 
of government is contrived to make the millions poor in 
spite of all their industry, to enrich a few of the most 
worthless of the species ; it would be but a bare measure of 
ordinary justice, to maintain those who are prevented from 
maintaining themselves, by being deprived of the fruits 
their labour. 

But it is rather a boast thana truth, that this species 
of justice is dealt out to the poor. Wherever there is any 
means of getting rid of their claims for bare existence, 
it is readily seized upon; and many poor creatures have 
died in the streets, while the partsh officers were disputing 
to whom they belonged, and upon whom the legal ex- 
pense of maintaining them ought to fall. A stray skeep 
will readily find an owner; but a poor man must prove 
to whom he belongs, or he will have seant food, and miser- 
able lodgings. 

The case of Maria Sledding I have before detailed to 
thee. In an advanced state of pregnancy, she was ban- 
died backwards and forwards from Burnley to Leeds, se- 
veral times. She was at last taken in labour on some 
stone steps, and must have perished there, if a poor man 
and his wife had not had more charity than the parish 
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officer of this opulent town: but care came too late; 
the unfortunate being was delivered of a dead infant, and 
shortly after died herself. ‘The conduct of the officer who 
had thus refused her relief and even shelter, naturaliy ex- 
cited indignation. ‘The Board of Guardians of the poor 
passed a strong resolution of censure against him ; and if 
the Coroner had not refused to hold an inquest on the body, 
the case might have gone harder with the parish officer, 
whose name is Littlewood. He however escaped with a 
reprimand; but he is not content with this. He wants 
the reputation of a humane, and vigelant officer ;—and 
three magistrates, 1 am sorry to see, have lent them- 
selves to an attempt to whitewash his tarnished reputation. 
This is grossly erroneous ; and proceeds from that mis- 
chievous feeling that power must be upheld, no matter 
how it is abused. These men come torward to contradict 
both the facts, and themselves. Nay, their report embo- 
dies an absolute falsehood ; and, with all the charity 1 
possess, I must ever think Hulton of Hulton, of swear- 
ing reputation, quite as honorable a man as these three ma- 
vistrates, Sadler, Tenant, and Hall. 
The official history of the case is as follows :-— 


Onthe 11th of April it was resolved :—* That it is expedient, 
from the circumstances that have been disclosed respecting the 
death of Maria Sledding, that the Case should be submitted to 
the Consideration of a Coroner’s Inquest ; and when the Board bas 
this decision before them, that they will further investigate the 
matter, and particularly inquire whether any neglect has taken 
place, and, if so, what measures shall be taken thereon”. 


The Coroner declined to hold an inquest ; and the first 
fault of the Guardians of the Poor was in not insisting 
that he should perform his duty. It was not for him to 
give any opinion; and his daring to interfere to screen 
Mr. Littlewood in this manner, ought to have been an- 
swered by compelling him to discharge a duty which in 
honesty he was bound to perform. 

Between the 11th and the 12th of April, 2. surprizing 
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change seems to have taken place in the cpinions of the 
Guardians of the Poor. They give way to the Coroner, 
who will not hold an inquest, and they pass the follow- 
ing paltry, and equivucaiory resolutions :— 

April 12.-—At a Special Meeting held this day, to take into con- 
sideration what further proceedings should be adopted j in the case 
of Maria Sledding, in cousequence of an opinion given by the 
Coroner that it would not be proper for him to sammon an Inquest 
to Inquire into the cause ot her death. 

Resolved,—That it does not appear to the Committee that there 
is suthcient grounds tu involve Mr. Littlewvod in a criminal charge 
in relation to the case of Maria Sledding, whose death appears to 
have beenthe result of a previous organic disease 1 her chest, oc- 
casioned by inflammation ; but it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that Mr. Littlewood’s conduct, in not seeing that a suitable lodgings 
and necessaries were provided for Maria Sledding on her arrival at 
Leeds, under a regular order or retaoval, is highly reprehensible. 

Re solv ed,—That a Spee ial Meeting he called on We dnesday, 
the 16th instant, at six o’clock P. M., to take into consideration in 


what further w ay the board will notice the conduct of Mr. cittle- 
J 
wood. 


Resolved,—That the thanks of this Meeting be given to Mr. 
Lewis Morgan, for the spirited anner, in which he has conduct- 
ed himself in this matter r, and especially for the trouble he has 


taken in a journey y to Hlalifax, inorder to gain information on the 
subject. 


There never were more despicable procecdings. Instead 
of insisting that the Coroner should call an Inquest, after 
they had declared an Inquest was necessary, they take up 
the Coroner's opinion that it was not proper for him to 
call such Mecting ? Ridiculous! ‘The nthey resoive that 
“ it does not appear there are any grounds for a criminal 
charge against Mr. Litthkewood !’ How does it not appear! 
They stifle the inquiry. They thrust the dead bodies ito 
the grave, without any investigation, and then say, no- 
thing appears! How inthe name of the devil who des- 
troyed the woman, should anything appear, when it is thus 
covered up from observation. Then comes ou a deliberate 
delusion, which is worse than an open lie! Her death 

appears to have been the result of a previous organte 
disease in the chest, occasioned by inflammation.’’ Now, we 
do not believe one word of this organic disease in the chest. 
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Not a syllable about it do we credit. ‘The body was not 
examined with any view to discover of what disease she 
died. There was no occasion for it. Fatigue, cold, hun- 
ge, and thirst, and the want of every necessary, are quite 
enough to killa woman in childbirth, without any organic 
disease of the chest. ‘The state of destitution in which 
she was left, killed her; and the surgeon ought to have 
been ashamed of looking any further, or mangling her 

body, to find out any other cause, either real or pretended. 
Suppose she had an organic disease inthe chest ! if any 
body could find out what it meant. Would it have killed 
her at that precise period, if she had been properly taken 
care of ? We want no surgeon to answer this for us in 
the negative. But the organic disease was not enough.-- 
The surgeon throws inan ‘“ ¢tnflammation” asa sort of 
makeweight to the “ organic disease!’ Pray, Mr. 
Surgeon what vecasioned the inflammation? What pro- 
duced the action upon the organic disease. But this is all 
supeifluous. ‘There was no organic disease ; there might 
be an inflammation, but not in the chest. The woman 
was murdered by want ; and they who could have remo- 
ved tlie cause are answerable for the effect. May we ask 
the guardians of the poor what made them deem a coro- 
ner’s inquest necessary on the llth of April, and unneces- 
sary on the 12th. 


There was another meeting on the 16th of April, when 
the following business was transacted. 


April 16.—The Resolution passed by the Board, on the 12th Inst. 
Which declared the conduct of Mr. Littlewood to be highly repre- 
hensible, respecting the Case of Maria Sledding, having been taken 
into the most serious consideration of the Committee this day, 
agrecable to special notice given. 

Resolved,—That Mr. Littlewood be reprimanded, and an ad- 
monition and an order given to him to treat the poor, on all oc- 


casions, with the greatest humanity and kindness that the peculiar- 
ity of their situation will allow. 


Here is more inconsistency. It was before resolved 


that there appeared no ground for a ertminal charge 
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against Mr. Littlewood; and yet here is a resolution that 
he should be reprimanded, and ‘‘ admonished to treat the 
poor on all occasions with the greatest humanity and 
kindness.’”? Then it is admitted he had not done this, and 
there were grounds for a craminal charge if there were 
grounds for a reprimand. We had either done his duty, 
or he had neglected it. That the guardians of the poor 
thought he had neglected it, when they deemed a coroner’s 
inquest necessary, is obvious ; and that they must still think 
so, though the inquiry was suppressed when they repri- 
manded him and admonished him, upon their view of the 
question, is equally clear. ‘The inhabitants of Leeds readily 
enough made up their minds upon the subject ; and in order 
to remove their prejudices against starving people to death, 
the magistrates before mentioned come forward, and issue 
the following document—than which a more outrageous 
offence to the common understanding was never published. 
I beseech thee, my yellow friend, to read it carefully. 
Leeds, 28th April, 1823. 
Ata MEETING of MAGISTRATES, held this Day, at the 
Workhouse, in the presence of the Gentlemen constituting the 
Board, for the purpose of inquiring into the circumstances con- 
nected with the DEATH of MARIA SLEDDING. The follow- 
ing REPORT was agreed to by the Magistrates present :— 
The Magistrates of Leeds being called upon by the voice of the 
public, and by Mr. Littlewood, general overscer of the poor, to 
mvestigate a charge of cruelty against the said overseer, in his 
conduct towards Maria | Sledding, a pauper removed from Burnley 
to Leeds, by a magistrate’s order: the undersigned, in the presence 
of the. gentlemen constituting the Board of the Workhouse, enter- 
edinto a full examination of the matter, on the evidence of the 


Parties previously examined by the board, and other witnesses 
then produced. 


Whilst we express our entire concurrence in the resolutions hn 
the board, and in the censure passed upon Mr. Littlewood ; 
feel called upon to state our opinion, that the public mind has 
received an impression respecting Mr. Littlewood’s conduct, un- 
favourable to a degree beyond what the circumstances of the case 
seem to demand, or was intended by the board; had the latter 
taken such a view of the matter, it would not have been justified 
in restoring its confidence to the said officer, with a simple repre- 
mand. It appears to us, that Mr. Littlewood, as an othcer of long 
experience, is highly censurable, for neglecting to inquire into the 
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actual state of the posper regularly delivered to him; but. we 
must entirely acquit him of the. charge of deliberate ill-treatment 
and wanton craelty, and can consider his conduct m= no worse 
light, than a culpable inadvertance, arising from a false notion 
that the pauper had gained her main object, a present settlement ; 
that having been re cently resident in’ Leeds, she could not beat: a 
loss for a lodging ; and that, incase of actual need, she was well 
acquainted with the proper channels of relief, 

We have great satisfaction in stating our opinion, that the com- 
plaint under which the pauper laboured, was not accelerated by 
any treatinent which she experienced at Leeds: she had such sus- 
tenance as she was able to take extended to her by several indi- 
viduals; she was comfortably lodged during the night after her 
arrival; and she had not on the following morning been seated 
longer than a few minutes on the steps where she was observed by 
the neighbours, before Scott and his wife humanely admitted her 
into their house; here she received the immediate attention of Mr. 
Garlick, the town’s apothecary, was supplied with bedding and 
other necessaries from the workhouse, and had every comfort 
administered, which her Situation required, till the Period of her 
decease. 

We think it proper further to state, in order to restore that con- 
fidence which ought to subsist between the public aud its officers, 
that In our Intercourse with Mr. Littlewood, in the discharge of the 
duties of his office, we have ever found him vigilant in. protecting 
the interest of the town, and not wanting in feelings of human- 
ity towards the poor. 


BENJ. SADLER, Mayor. 
THOMAS: TENNANT. 
MENRY HALL. 

The assembling of these three men for the laudable pur- 
pose of white-washing Mr. Littlewood is called “‘ a@ meel- 
mg of Magistrates ’’ A rare meeting it was! and a rare 
conclusion it came to! They say they were called upon to 
investigate: the matter by ‘ the voice of the public.” 
This is false. It was not a matter for thew investigation, 
but for the investigation of a coroner’s inquest. If they 
found it necessary to do any thing, it should have been 
t compel the coroner to call an inquest. As magistrates, 
they had no right to adopt any other cause. Then they 
were also called wpon “ by Mr. Littlewood !” I dare say 
Were! But their scrubbing has done him no great good. 

et us see how they begin to serve him. They. “ en- 
tirely concur” in the censure pronounced by the Board of 
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Guardians; but in their opinion *‘ the public mind hag 
received an impression respecting Mr. Littlewood’s con- 
duct unfavourable to a degree beyond what the circum. 
stances of the case seem to demand.” Mark here! « the 
circumstances of the case!’ Woy, they were all Sup- 
pressed by the Coroner. Tne public knew that the 
woman was destroyed by want and fatigue: and how 
could they have too unfavourable an opinion of those 
whose negligence caused her destruction? “ The Board” 
did not intend this unfavourable impression to go so far, 
as they had restored him to thewr confidence with a “ simple 
reprimand.” But what did they intend to do, when they 
ordered a Coroner’s inquest ? That is the question! 

The Magistrates go on to state their opinion, that 
Mr. Littlewood is “ HIGHLY CENSURABLE ;” but they 
acquit him of ‘‘ wanton cruelty ;’’ and then directly after- 
wards charge him in express terms with ‘‘ CULPABLE 
inadvertance !’”” Now, I should say, that culpable znad- 
vertance WAS wanton cruelty. Mr. Littlewood was an 
officer of “ long experience!’ inadvertance was impos- 
sible in such a case. If the woman had presented herself 
to him for the first time, there might have been some ex- 
cuse for the treatment she experienced. But he was ac- 
quainted with the whole particulars of her condition, and 
has no shadow of apology for his behaviour. What do 
these magistrates mean by saying ‘‘ the pauper had gained 
her main object,a present settlement.’’ Do these magis- 
trates think the good people of Leeds insane? A precious 
settlement she had obtained indeed! Leave to die in the 
streets of Leeds had, indeed, been conceded to her! She 
“ could be at no loss for a lodging, because she had been 
recently resident in Leeds!’’ Indeed! Lodgings cost no 
money then! There is nothing more required than to 
knock at a dvor, wait till it is opened, and go to bed, in 
Leeds! And “ she was well acquainted with the proper 
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channels of relief!’ Why, that, indeed, she was; but 
she found them shut against her, and her knowledge was 
ofno use. But what do these magistrates mean by “ ac- 
al need.’’ Do they mean to insinuate that the poor vic- 
tim of Mr. Littlewood’s inadvertance was in no actual 
need! If they do, | most devontly wish that the God of 
Justice may plunge them into as much, before they die, 
that they may read a lesson on human nature, which they 
sem very much to stand in need of. 

To pick any thing like salisfacteon out of such a case 
would seem impossibie to minds of ordinary feeling ; yet 
these three magistrates say---‘‘ we have great satisfac- 
(ton in Stating our opinion, that the complaint under 
which the pauper laboured, was not accelerated by any 
treatment which she experienced at Leeds!” Why, this 
is out-Falstaffing Falstaff in open lying! If this were 
trae, why had the Board of Guardians met? Why did 
the magistrates meet? Is the whole affair a dream? Did 
Mr. Littlewood relieve her, or was she left destitute, as 
the public believe? If she was left unprovided with 
food and shelter, her complaint, whatever it might be, 
WAS accelerated by her treatment. But, what complaint 
did she labour under? There is no evidence of any com- 
plaint, but ill-treatment, and the want of every thing 
necessary in her situation. How do the magistrates know 
“ she had such sustenance as she was able to take, ex- 
tended to her by several individuals?’ She obtained no- 
thing from Mr. Littlewood ; and if she had not “ been 
seated longer than a few minutes on the stone steps,’ had 
Mr. Littlewood the merit of removing her? No—she 
Was indebted to Scot and his wife, who had only straw 
for themselves, for shelter till she died. Iam told that 
the statement of her being ‘ supplied with bedding and 
other necessaries from the parish workhouse,” is FALSE! 
But, whether false or true, the fact cannot be disguised 
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that her death was occasioned by the treatment she ro. 
ceived, and the authors of that treatment the cause of her 
death. 

The last paragraph is as ridiculous as the preceding 
part of their magisterial address. No “ confidence’ ean 
in future be reposed in Mr. Littlewood, as a parochial 


Officer ; and if he has any modesty left, he will resien his 


office. ‘Were I among his masters, he should do it quickly 
too, if he meant to avoid the disgrace of being turned 
out. These magistrates, in “‘ their intercourse with him. 


‘have ever found him nol wanting in feelings of humanity 


towards the poor!’’ Pray heaven they may be poor, and 
at his mercy, orat the mercy of some one as humane before 
they die! 

‘It is mmpossible to leave this subject without remarking 


-on the careless and unfeeling. manner in which these ma- 


gistrates speak of the unfortunate woman. It is nothing 


but “the. pauper!’ No commiseration is expressed for 


Aer :-~but Mr. Littlewood, good gentleman, must havea 
laboured excuse framed: for him! ‘The devil can see through 
all these: matters; and will have his own.at last, in spite 
of all the mayors and magistrates in the world. 

‘Mr. Littlewood does not seem to expect much good from 
the proceedings of the magistrates; for just below the 


.document.we have quoted, in the Leeds Mercury, is al 


advertisement from Samuel Newton, announcing that an 
affidavit is preparing (perhaps by Mr. Littlewood himsel!,) 
which is to exonerate him from ail blame. But some peo- 


ple may ask why the afidarit was not made before this 


tune ?/There is an old proverb—that those who will swea, 
may lie! Since Hulton of Hulton offered his honor 
“when his oath was not believed, swearing is gone rather 
out.ofi fashion :—and until the woman can be sworn into 
the: existence of which she has been deprived, I shall be- 
lieve none of it. 
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The Leeds Press has not done its duty on this question: 
Une paper says it has under-rated the ill treatment of the 
unfortunate girl. This is confessing a crime. And when 
it says the magistrates would have done better not to re- 
open the question, it displays an equally blameable dis- 
position to cover up the wrong in a premature grave, 
This is not the way either to punish offenders, or to les- 
sen the nnmber of offences. Why is not the dying decla- 
ration of the poor woman in print? ‘The Editor of the 
Leeds Mercury declares it is in his possession; and it 
would be a good comment on the forthcoming affidavit. 

To crown the business, there was a meeting in the 
town of Leeds on Wednesday last, to petition for the abo- 
Liteon of slavery in the British colonies; and two of the 
three magistrates upon whose address we have been com- 
menting, are on the committee. But had Maria Sledding 
been a slave, she would have been worth taking care of! 
Being a freeborn Englishwoman, she was left to perish 
in the streets! Heaven pardon these men their inconsis- 
tences ? prays 


‘Thy friend and well wisher, 
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SINGULAR REPORT. 





A most extraordinary story is in circulation, which, if 
true, fully explains the’ secret of the ministerial neutrality, 
notwithstanding their generally avowed indignation at 
the conduct of France. ‘This story is, that the King is a 
well-wisher to the invaders of Spain! This will naturally 
startle those who remember that he was once the com- 
panion, and boasted of the friendship, of Mr. Fox ; and 
that he also declared, at one period of his life, that the 
kingly power was only a trust delegated for the benefit 
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of the people. But times a'ter circumstances ; his Ma- 
jesty has kept company since with slavish ministers, and 
tyrannical monarchs, yet we may doubt that any thing 
could produce such an wnfatuation ; and if it did really ex- 
ist, we should be almost ready to agree with a cotempo- 
rury, that the mind could not be sound, that could hold 
such asentiment. What! a King of Engiand, who holds 
his crown on the authority ofa revolution against a despot, 
uphold a despot inan attempt to restore an odious tyranny ! 
The “ gout’ indeed, were nothing to this! As the story 
goes, M. Marcellus, the French Minister was not only 
most graciously received at Court, on Monday week ; but 
itis added that the King said to him—* Tell your master, 
(old Louis) I wish him success with all my heart ; he has 
my best wishes,” or words of a similar purport. It is said 
too, that when the Portuguese Minister made his appear- 
anc? Ina new and splendid embroidery, his appearance 
obtained for hima smile; but as soon as his name was 
announced, the smile gave way to a formal and solemn 
gravity of countenance. We wish to doubt these mat- 
ters, but they are stated in the public prints ; and we 
are compelled to notice them. It is a well-known fact 
that Mr. Pitt was forced into the war against revolution- 
ary F.ance, in spite of his conviction of its danger, and 
inutility ;—and though the ministry dread nothing so 
much as another war, except the loss of their places, it Is 
impossible to anticipate what mischief such a feeling in 
the highest quarter would produce, did it exist :—and it 
behoves the nation, by a most decided and general ex- 
pression of its feelings in favour of Spain, to convince 
even the highest authority, that the public opinion is 
supreme. A meeting will be called in the metropolis, in 
the ensuing week, to arrange matters for a general 
meeting ;—and an honourable Baronet, we have reason 
to believe, will be solicited to take the chair. 
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Even the friends to absolute monarchy ought to join in 
the endeavour to compel monarchs to submit to reason, 
and justice ; or, in the language of a cotemporary, “ there 
can be no compromise between the monarchial and liberal 
principles. One or the other must be utterly crushed ; 
neither event can be accomplished without a terrific, pro- 
bably a universal contest, and in the end, (perhaps not a 
very remote one) Europe must break from her chains into 
a sisterhood of young republics, or sink for ever beneath 
the iron sceptre of a general despotism.” 








SHALLOW POLICY OF THE OPPOSITION. 





When men dig a pit, they should always take care 
they are not pushed into it. The opposition will in future 
remember this; and be cautious how they descend to any 
trickery, lest they should be their own victims, as they 
were on Wednesday evening last. On the question rela- 
tive to the negociations respecting Spain, they had come 
toadetermination not to vote at all, that no idea of dis- 
union on this topic should prevail abroad among those who 
were ignorant of the forms of the House. It was a mo- 
derate expedient, of which we have had so many fatal 
and ridiculous examples in our parliamentary history. 
[t was certainly a wrong course to take. Men who would 
make any impression upon others, should: never temporise 
themselves. Mr. Macdonald should not “have brought 
forward his motion, nor should any one have supported it, 
if they were not prepared to vote for it at. all hazards. 
To condemn the conduct of ministers in terms as strong 
as the language could furnish: and then to come to a 
decision not to oppose a resolution which went not merely 
to justify, but to panegyrise the conduct of the ministry, 
was a melancholy instance of bad taste:—and though 
the opposition have been the victims of a paltry trick, 
No. 18, Vol. X. 
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designed and executed by some paltry metbers, the dis- 
grace of the matter must in some measure be felt, because 
it was deserved. Mr. Macdonald’s censure on the minis- 
try was negatived unanimously. ‘The plan of the oppo- 
sition was to leave the House without voting. Mr, 
Holmes, a sort of treasury whipper-in, seeing this, called 
out the noes have it, on the ministerial amendment; 
though only a few of his own friends said, no.. This made 
a division necessary, and to make sure of catching the 
whigs, who were out, the ayes were ordered to go into 
the lobby. But then it was necessary to have a few left 
in the House, to make a minority, or the division would 
have been a nullity. On such occasions, the ministers 
have always afew servants of all-work at hand, who 
become their enemies to serve them; and Mr. Holmes 
himself, if left alone, would have made a ‘‘ minority,” 
quite respectable enough for a sham division. But the 
lobby was full; and the ministerial phalanx thronging 
the doorway, kept about twenty ofall sorts in the house ; 
which although composed of men who either did not 
mean to vote at all, or else to vote in favour of the mi- 
nistry, were deemed a very respectable minority indeed ; 
and the ministry say they have obtained a glorious trt- 
umph! And so they have !—thanks to the shallow policy 
of their opponents. 

In the debate, however, the ministers make a paltry 
appearance. You get nothing from them but words, 
words, words ; and those indeed you may have in plenty. 
They will “ cackle ye” twelve hours out of the four-and- 
twenty ; but for arguments they seem to have as “ plen- 
tiful a lack of them’ as need be. The House of Com- 
mons having closed this question, it is high time for the 
nation to take it up. A true public meeting should be 
instantly called; and we are glad to hear that steps are 

taking for this purpose. 
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SIR ROBERT WILSON. 





The following is the address of Sir Robert to his constituents on 
quitting England :— 


‘TO THE ELECTORS OF THE ROUROUGH OF SOUTHWARK. 


‘ Gentlemen,—In all the intercourse IT have held with you, I 
have invariably found you animated, not merely ly a love of free- 
dom, but disposed to adopt the most enlarged and enlightened 
views of its relations with the general state of ‘the world. It would 
be an insult, then, to your understandings and your feelings, if J 
were to express a doubt of the concern you take in the cause of 
Spair, not only as the issue may affect the brave people of that 
country, but the liberties and interests of your own. 


‘ The battle, for the right of nations to change or improve their 
Governments, is commenced on the Spanish soil. 


‘ Circumstances have authorized me to presume my presence in 
that field may be welcome to the defenders of those rights. I go, 
then—not to gratify any personal (which, in the actual state of 
things, would ‘be an inglorious) ambition—I go, not to mingle with 
civil dissensions, in whichit would not become any foreigner to en- 
gage, except he could act the part of a pacific ator—but I attach 
myself to the fortunes of Spain in the hour of her pressure and 
peril, prepared to share her toils ; and I trust I may prove as emu- 
lous as any of her defenders to participate in her dangers. 


‘ In taking this step, I am making many paintul and embarras- 
sing domestic sacrifices, but I trust Iam not subjecting myself to 
any public censure. J may actin opposition to the temporary po- 
licy adopted by the Government, but I am sure I do not deceive 
myself when I say, that I shall be the representative of the feel- 
ings and wishes of my constituents and countrymen. 


‘ Under the uncertainty of the duration of my absence, I have 
not taken any step to restore the trust confided in me, and I have 
been influenced to forbear, from other considerations than those of 
a personal nature. Tat one time entertained great scruples on ac- 
count of any detriment which might arise to the local interests of 
Southwark in the House of Commons from my absence ; but they 
have been removed by the friendship of Mr. Lambton, who has 
offered his services whenever the ey can be considered useful ; and I 
feel confident that his zezl and ac tivity will prove to you that I 
have sufficiently provided for the due execution of that portion 
of my -arliamenti ary trast. 


‘Ido, however, submit myself entirely to your direction, and 
you have only to communicate your wishes, to be obeyed hy one who 
will ever remember with pride, affection, and gratitude, your pa- 
triotism, kindness, and confidence. 


With the sincerest regard, believe me, Gentlemen, 
‘ Your faithful and obedient servant, 
Regent-street, April 22, 1823,’ R. T. WILSON,’ 
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